North Star Ski Touring Club

Revised December 5, 2007

1. Liability

No one may go on any North Star sponsored trip or event unless they agree to be bound by the club’s liability policy. Before going on a trip, each participant is responsible for signing the club’s current waiver, agreeing not to hold liable the club, its officers or trip leaders in the event of injury or death. Likewise, all participants agree to be bound by the policy, even if the form is not signed for any reason, or if the death or injury occurs at a meeting, dinner, party, etc. where signed waivers are not required. Anyone who disagrees with this policy must not attend trips or other events.

2. Who May Participate

Overnight trips are open to club members only. Guests are welcome on day trips if accompanied by a host member. 

Members of all ability levels are welcome unless stated otherwise in the trip description. A responsible adult member must accompany persons under 18 years of age. Main club trips are open to all members, married or single. Singles division day trips are open to singles (unmarried persons) only. Singles division overnight trips are open to singles only, unless the leader decides that it is unlikely for all spots to be taken, in which case the leader may open the trip to all members.

3. Reservations

A. Reservations are to be accepted in the order that signed waivers and deposits are received. Exceptions are allowed to assign lodgings by gender or couples. Making a reservation requires mailing or delivering a signed waiver and a deposit check to the trip leader. Phone reservations are not valid except for replacement participants from a waiting list, see #12.

B. Winter Trips Sign-Up Policy — For overnight trips, trip leaders can accept waivers postmarked NO EARLIER than November 1 to reserve up to 50% of the places. The other 50% of the spots will be available for sign-up at the November NSSTC general meeting. Some very popular weekend trips may have reservations allocated by lottery. For these trips, be sure to submit your reservation request before the cutoff specified in the schedule.

4. Cancellations

Trip leaders may choose to impose a non-refundable cancellation fee up to $50 but not exceeding the trip deposit. This fee may be imposed even if the cancelled spot is filled. Any non-refundable cancellation fee must be stated in the trip description. The money collected, as non-refundable cancellation fees, will be applied to any loss taken by the trip leader for that trip. The balance will be donated to the club. 

Deposits and scheduled payments are to protect both leaders and the club from financial loss when participants cancel. It is the club’s policy that any losses are to be borne by those who cancel. 

Trip leaders should protect themselves against financial loss by requiring deposits and scheduled payments that are at least equal to the money they have paid or have committed to pay for lodging, transportation, etc. If a scheduled payment is late, the leader may cancel the participant’s reservation. If a participant cancels, trip deposits will only be refunded if the cancelled reservation can be filled and no additional cost is incurred by trip leaders or other participants. Any refunds will be made after the trip is completed. Any non-refunded deposits are to be applied to trip expenses.

C. For 4 day or longer trips, the trip leader should include a statement of the refund policy for the trip in the event of a cancellation by a trip participant. MEMBERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO CONSIDER TRIP CANCELLATION INSURANCE ON THEIR OWN TO PROTECT AGAINST A FINANCIAL LOSS DUE TO AN UNEXPECTED NEED TO CANCEL AN EXTENDED TRIP.

D. It may occasionally be necessary to cancel a trip due to lack of interest, lack of leader, weather conditions, etc. The trip leader should negotiate an agreement with the vendors on what costs must be paid for cancelled trips. All collected money should be refunded to participants except for non-refundable deposits and other expenses. North Star trips usually proceed as scheduled except for dangerous weather conditions.

5. New Member Priority

Certain popular trips may be designated as having a priority for reservations of new members. On these trips, 20% of the spaces will be held for new members through the date of the November trip meeting or other date agreed to by the leader and the trip coordinator. New members are those who have been members for less than 12 months. 

6. Smoking

There will be no smoking except out-of-doors. All interior spaces, including shared vehicles, lounges, restaurants, and sleeping rooms are off limits to smoking by trip participants. 

7. Non-profit status

Under no circumstances are leaders to profit financially from North Star trips. However, to show appreciation for the time and energy required to lead weekend or longer trips, one trip leader may participate in that trip on a gratis basis. The trip leader’s share of expenses should be added into the total trip cost, as are other expenses. Personal expenses or those expenses not covered for other participants should not be included.

8. Safety

For outdoor physical activities, a minimum of three people will stay together for mutual assistance in case of emergency. Helmets must be worn while bicycling.

9. Transportation Costs

The Club encourages carpooling to trips and events. Passengers in carpools of three or more individuals will pay for all gasoline costs, including the driver’s. For carpools of two individuals the driver and the rider will negotiate gasoline costs. 

For bus trips, all participants must pay for the bus even if they prefer not to use it. Exceptions will be allowed only if doing so does not raise the trip cost to other participants.

10. Joint Trips

Trips initiated by other outdoor clubs or individuals may be listed in the schedule providing at least one leader is a North Star member, a North Star waiver is signed, and North Star policies are followed.

11. Trip Leader Role 

Trip leaders will make the final decision in all cases regarding participant safety, lodging, transportation, and general trip conditions.

12. Waiting List

Once a trip is filled, the leader will start a list of those interested in later openings. If an opening occurs, the leader will offer it to people on the wait list in the order they signed up. Waiting list participants who accept an opening by phone are responsible for the cost of the trip the same as if they had sent in an initial deposit.

13.  Extended Trips

Trips lasting five or more nights require board approval. The board will review whether the trip is likely to appeal to members and is financially sound. To help ensure the success of extended trips in deciding whether to approve extended trips, the board should consider whether there are enough interested members to support all the proposed extended trips. The board shall announce the date for submission of trips for review and consideration, this announcement should be made both in the Loype and by electronic means whenever possible. Extended summer trips may be presented to the board before March to allow sufficient time for publicity. The trips coordinator should be contacted to arrange for board presentation.

It is preferred that trip leaders attend a board meeting to present their proposal.  The proposal should contain, at a minimum, the following items:

·         brief description of trip and activities

·         length of the trip

·         total cost of the trip

·         what costs are included (transportation, number of meals, etc.) and excluded

·         deposit amount(s) and required deadlines

·         number of trip participants

In order to coordinate the number of approved club trips, the board will ask leaders proposing trips if they plan to run the trip with or without board approval.

The board shall announce the trips that have been approved via any available form of club communication as soon as possible after the announced date of submission and review, and this announcement shall include designating the date as to when sign-up may begin. The board shall also announce any additions or modifications to this list in the same manner. The Trip leaders should submit a trip advertisement for inclusion in the next available Loype, and may promote their trip by whatever club methods are available after the designated sign-up date announced by the board for their particular trip. 

14. Trip Cost Advances

A trip leader may request an advance(s) from the club to help pay for deposits required by vendors. Payments are to be made directly to the vendors. The treasurer may issue advances, without board approval, up to $400 after consulting with the trips coordinator. If the treasurer and/or trips coordinator have concerns, or the amount is over $400, the trip leader must submit the following to the board in writing for their consideration:

• a brief description of the trip

• dates

• cost and what it includes (days of lodging, number of meals, transportation)

• what is excluded

• number of participants required or allowed

• terms of cancellation

• past success of the trip if it has been run previously

The treasurer will pay trip advances for board-approved deposits over $400 and other deposits under $400 directly to the vendor.

NOTE: The trip leader is to repay the advance to the treasurer as soon as sufficient deposits are collected from the participants

15. Alcohol

Any adult club member that wishes to drink alcoholic beverages at a club event or trip is required to purchase and use it responsibly. Alcoholic beverages will not be purchased or provided by the club or trip leaders for the use of members.

16. General

All participants, leaders, and vendors are expected to conduct their parts of the trip in a responsible and considerate fashion, which will reflect positively on the club’s reputation and encourage the success and continuation of club trips.

17. Applicability

The board expects that all North Star trips will observe the above policies. Leaders will consult the trip coordinators for clarification and for rare exceptions.

