Advertising Policy - North Star Ski Touring Club

Approved by Board February 2006

1. Overview

The North Star Ski Touring Club offers paid advertising opportunities to individuals and organizations.   Limited free advertising opportunities are available to current NSSTC members.

Three primary communication vehicles are used by the NSSTC:

· Loype

· e-loype

· NSSTC Web Site

Paid advertising is available in the Loype.  Free advertising by members is available in the Loype and e-loype.  
2. Responsibilities 

· Overall Management

Advertising is managed by the NSSTC Ads Manager.  The Ads Manager is not a board position.  The board approves appointees to the position of Ads Manager.

· Costs

The Ads Manager is responsible for proposing costs for paid advertising to the board.  The board must approve any changes in costs charged to advertisers.

· Approval of Ads

The Ads Manager is responsible for approving the content of any paid ad.  Any questions on appropriateness of ads are to be reviewed with the NSSTC president.

· Ad Coordination

The Ads Manager is responsible for coordinating with advertisers in terms of ads to be published (size, cost, timing for submission, etc.).  The Ads Manager is also responsible for communicating ads to be published to the Loype editor and the printer.  Any ads e-mailed to the Ads Manager are then forwarded to the printer.  

· Invoicing Advertisers

The Ads Manager is responsible for invoicing advertisers on a regular basis. 

· Free Member Ads

Free member ads may be handled directly by the e-loype and Loype editors.  Questions on appropriateness are reviewed with the Ads Manager and President.   

3. Free Member Ads

Members may run free “For Sale/Wanted” ads in the Loype and e-loype for merchandise that is restricted to used clothing, gear, and equipment related to non-motorized outdoor recreation.  Such merchandise cannot be utilized for commercial purposes.  

Acceptable ads will run for a maximum of three weeks in the e-loype and once in the Loype but can be renewed for a second run with the e-loype and/or Loype editors.  

Land or property that is being sold or rented must be submitted as paid advertising.  Members who are advertising for their professional occupation or to sell other services or new merchandise must pay for the ad.  Paid ads are not run in the e-loype –only in the Loype.

The Ads Manager and President will make the decisions on which ads fall into the free or paid category.

4. Free Announcements for Other Organizations

The only free announcements that will be run for other nonprofit or profit organizations are ones for events that are free of charge.  Therefore, annoucements for ski races, fundraising events, etc. fall into the paid category.  This item applies to the Loype, e-loype and the web site.

5. Accounting for Ad Income

Revenue from ads will be accounted for and reported in a separate category on NSSTC financial statements.

When ads are run for other organizations in exchange for other remuneration (e.g., booth space at an exhibition, ad in that organization’s publication, donation, etc.), the appropriate NSSTC budget category will be charged for the expense and the Ads Income category will receive the revenue. 

6. Loype

7. Advertising is available in the Loype.  The guidelines for publication, including costs, are listed on the NSSTC web site.  
8. Web Site

We will not provide paid advertising space or links on the NSSTC web site.   

The only free links available on the web site must fall in one of the following categories:

· Advertisers who advertise in all issues of the Loype with at least a 1/3 page size ad

· Public trail systems (silent sports)

· Public parks and/or systems

· Outdoor recreation information web sites (silent sports)

· Non-profit trail advocacy organizations

Links for the following categories are not permitted on the NSSTC web site (unless allowed due to being an advertiser):

· Cross country ski resorts
· Lodging
· Ski and bike races
· Publications
· Retailers
Any questions regarding links will be handled by the Ads Manager and President.
9. e-loype

Paid ads will not be run in the e-loype.  This restriction is based on using the e-loype only to communicate upcoming events and keeping the publication as focused as possible.

10. Applicability

This policy applies to all ads and announcements, free or paid, made available in any NSSTC publication or other communication venue such as the web site.

The President and Ads Manager are responsible for handling the interpretation of this policy.
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